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COMMUNICATIONS 319 - Spring 1991 Patrick O’Donnell 
COMMUNICATIONS PHOTOGRAPHY Office H-222 F11 
3 Units - Photojournalism Phone 773-3288 
Prerequisite: Comm 217 or equivalent 


COURSE REQUIREMENTS 


This is a class in the fundamentals of photojournalism. The goals of this process and its 
applications. The student should gain practical experience in the creative process and 
techniques of making photographs for publication. Other topics to be covered include 
basic picture editing, caption writing, law and ethics, and a brief study of the history of 
photojournalism,/ The course will also consist of reading, analysis of published 
photographs and visiting lecturers from the profession. 


COURSE REQUIREMENTS 


The course will consist of two hours each week of lecture, demonstrations, discussion, 


guest speakers and criticism of photographs. The class will require approximately three 
hours of lahoratory work each week on an open basis. the courses will require 


approximately a dozen outside shooting assignments including two picture story projects. 


Each student will furnish film, paper and film processing chemicals. A negative brush, 
mount boards, mount tissue and spotting colors may be needed. 


A 35 mm single lens reflex camera will be required to complete this course successfully. 
REQUIRED TEXT 
Photojournalism: The Professionals’ Approach, by Kenneth Kobre 


GRADING POLICY 


The primary function of this class is to produce a final portfolio. Assignments will be 
made throughout the semester towards the completion of this portfolio. Critiques will be 
held regularly to evaluate the students’ progress. 


The grading formula for this course is: 60% final portfolio, 40% class participation, mid- 
term exam, attendance and special assignments. 
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This final portfolio will include a minimum of 12 items to be taken this semester. The 
final portfolio will be due the last class sits It will consist of: 

1. News photo ~— tied wed)! bed to oe Lue”. 
2. Sports photo 
3. Feature photo 
4. Weather photo 

5. Environmental portrait (also known as personality portrait) 

6. Pictorial photo (a photo that depicts a rural or urban scene that utilizes 
graphic elements in the statement as a means of visual strength) 

7.Animal or nature photo (picture of an animal or some element of nature 
relating to the environment) 

8. Assigned picture story 

9. Non-assigned picture story (a picture story assignment that you generate) 

10. Illustration photo (will be assigned and may be on color slide film or black 
and white) 

11. Fashion photo (color slide film) 

12. Daily Titan assignment (may be taken any time during the semester) 


All photographs to be turned in for this class are to be taken this semester and printed 
by the student. The instructor will accept no photographs made from negatives taken at 
another time for another class. This rule will be strictly adhered to. Appropriate cutline 
information should be on the back of each assignment. 


Extra credit may be awarded to any student who demonstrates exceptional enterprise and 
participation in outside photo activities or special shooting assignments. 


TOPICS TO BE COVERED AND COURSE CALENDAR: 


WEEK TOPIC READING 

1) Week of Feb. 5 - Feb. 7 Introduction to the course Ch. 5 (finding 
discussion of the feature features) Assign: 
picture Clip assignment 

2) Week of Feb. 12 - Feb. 14 Covering an assignment, Ch42,3 
discussion of the media Assign: finding 
Clip assignment due. feature photos 

3) Week of Feb. 19 - Feb. 21 The personality portrait Ch. 4,6 
people pictures. Wild art Assign: The 
Thursday, bring your cameras environmental 


portrait 


4) Week of Feb. 26 - Feb. 28 Camera talk, discussion of Ch.8 
photo equipment and special 
film development procedures 
and caption writing. 


5) Week of Mar. 5 - Mar. 7 Capturing the action, discussion Ch.7 
of sports and action photography 
DUE: CRITIQUE #1 
feature picture 
environmental portrait 


6) Week of Mar. 12 - Mar. 14 The picture story, discussion Ch. 11 
of the picture page and photo 


age layouts. 
DUE: justification statements 
for non-assigned picture stories. 


7) Week of Mar. 19 - Mar. 21 Picture editing and cropping Ch. 9,10 
AE DUE: CRITIQUE #2 ee ee 

8) Week of Mar. 26 - 28 SPRING RECESS 

9) Week of April 2 - Apr. 4 Discussion of the photo Ch. 1,12.13 


illustration. Editorial, fashion, 
food and advertising illustrations. 


10) Week of Apr. 9 - 11 MID TERM TEST - Test is on the entire book. 
11) Week of Apr. 16 - 18 CRITIQUE #3 - Picture story 
12) Week of Apr. 23 - 25 Ethics & Law in Photojournalism 


CRITIQUE #4 - Pictorial and nature/animals 
13) Week of Apr. 30 - May 2 Special Guest Lecturer 


14) Week of May 7 - 9 CRITIQUE #5 
Photo illustration and news 


15) Week of May 14 -16 CRITIQUE #6 
Other picture story and fashion 
Portfolio shaping and review of all assignments. 


16) Week of May 21 -23 PORTFOLIO DEADLINE - The future of 
photojournalism; discussion of what is 
happening in press photography today 
and job potentials. 


MAY 23 - FINAL- PORTFOLIO DUE 
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Cures Denpoription 530-9 py Or 7B Hee. 
“Basic course in photography, with instruction and practice ratating to camenss, acesssorss, 


materials, exposure, processing, printing, finishing, rege om rte Rash, stuciq techniques, 
and special treatments snd applications. 2 hours lecture, 3 hours iaborstory." 


Lectures, laboratory projects, and fielc! assignments in the fundamentals of bleck and whits 

_ photography leading to the production of visually cornmunicatve images. Topics, meg i wilt 
inciude selection ot camera equipment, furciamental camera techniques and proceduras, fim 

‘Geveiooment, contest printing, enlarging, methods of print control, finishing ang presentation of 
iain ohn artificial lighting. photographic seeing, and slaments of visual communication. 


in addition to the lectures considerable dariowern weal is reqared. This is work wiil 
ba done on your own scheciuig during any “open” eb hours. While litte darkroom work is 
required initially, the leb requirement increases during the semester. On the average you"! need 
about four haurs of darkroom work per week. Laboratory fours will be. posted, and & darxroom 
iD, ‘sticker will be issued to you. The (D sticker must be used to check out lab equinmeart. Small 
lockers | In, the > area will alsa bs nepes to you. You must provide your own locks. 
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Teste: A x mnieeteem wili.b@ scheduled along with severai quizzes. No makeups wil be —_ 
On quizzes. 


Assign ners; Phote‘assignments submitted after deadline wil be penalize! oubetailiely. No 
photo assignments accepted Fmisre thar one week late. ° 


Grading: | Course grades will be calculated from the midterm exam and quizzes (25%), 

assignments’ and class participation (25%), and ihé final portfolis 60%). Your photographs will 
be graded of technical competence, visual growth and awareness, and the strength and quality — 
Sl the visual communication. 
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The course requires 12 photographic seni to be compisied Guring the semester, and a 
final portfolio. The portfolio must incluce origina! work undertaker. ony your own anc may inciude 
some of your better assignments. All negatives end contact shegts wil be tumed in with: the final 
portiolic. toe entire poriolio wit be returned ic you. 


All photographs submitted for assignments and grading should te Sitinect eiete. At least 12 
ciate should be included in your final porticiio, one of which must be mounted. 
Matting /mounting of the remaining orints is optional, but reconmnanded: 


Professor DeVries’ office is H-211A, phone 7739004, O’Donnel's office is H-224, 773-3288. Both 
pf MSSSOrs. = will have current office hours posted on their doors and in the Photo Lab. 
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